2013  MBC  Annual  Meeting  Schedule 


1st  Smsioh.  TdMday  Moraiag,  OctolMr  29, 2013 

8:30  Cal  to  Ordar . . . . . David  Hamilton 

Conoragational  Praiaa - Jamas  Francis 


Maasairgar  cards  for  tha 
TTStli  Missisnppt  Baptist 
Convanlion  on  Ootobar  29- 
30.  2013,  will  ba  mailad 
diractly  to  tha  churchas 
tha  saoond  weak  of  Octo- 
bsr.  Each  chtach  will  ra- 
caiva  tha  rtumbar  of  cards 
thay  ara  aiigibla  for  accord- 
inp  to  tha  guidalinat  of  the 
Constrtution. 


.Bon  Mumbowor 
..David  Hamilton 


.John  Tsmpla 


BobGladnay 


9:20 
9;2B 
9:60 

9:66  .  _ _ 

1000  Busmass  Sasaion: 

Elaction  of  tha  Prasidant . . 

10:20  Convandon  Board  Raport _ _ _ 

10:30  Cocrpiasalional  Praiao _ 

10:36  Chrialian  Action  Commission  Raport. 
10:46  Conoart  of  Praiao . 


Raport  of  ComnrNttoa  on  CorrMnittoas 


Each  church  in  hiandly  cc- 
oparahon  with  tha  MMs- 
aippi  Baptiat  Conuanhon  and 
haying  corartbutmd  So  arertd 
miaaiona  through  tha  Coop- 


10:66  Prssidant's  Addraas 


ona  hundrad  mambara.  or 
major  fraction  thoraof.  but 
no  church  shall  ba  antitlad  to 
mora  fftan  tan  nwasanpars. 


Raadirtg.  Tastimonv  attd  Prayar _ Staphan  Smith 


Mississippi  Surging  Churchntan 

. . . David  Hamilton 

SL . Charios  Moors 


Mombarship  indormation  is 
baaad  on  tha  2012  Anttual- 
Church  ProfHo.  If  you  hava 


^jwi^  ^  SsssioR,  WathMsday  Moraiag,  Octobar  30, 2013 

Kan  Rhodas  8:30 


3:40  Congragadorrsl  Praiso. 

3:46  Miislorrs  Mobilization . 

3:66  Choral  Praiaa- _ 

4:06  Convantlon  Sormon_ 

4:40  Uarradiction . . . — 


Cab  to  Ordar. . Donnia  Stuart 

Worship  through  Music . Darrick  Cowan 

attd  Forgivan  Quartat 
Scriptura  Raadirtg.  laslimony  and  Prayar...Alan  Woodward 

8:66  Mamorial  Sarvica . . Bruoo  Capptanrtan 

9:06  Mlasisaippi  Baptist  Fourtdation  Raport . . Oanial  Hall 

9:16  kttroduction  of  Cobaga  Praaidants - David  Hamilton 

9:20  WbKam  Caray  Univarailv  Raport - Tommy  King 

9:30  Worship  through  Music . . . . Derrick  Cowwt 

artd  Forgivan  Quartat 

9:36  Bibla  Troasuras . Charios  T.  Cartar 

1006  Buairtass  Sossion _ David  Hamilton 


3rd  Ssssion,  Tbstday  EvtBMig.  Octobar  29. 2013 

6:30  Choral  Praiao . . - . — - 

8:38  Cab  to  Ordar . . . . 

Fktal  Prasarbation  of  Rasokitiorts 

Congragadortal  Praiaa  attd  Worship - 

Scriptura  Reading,  lastimony  attd  Prs^r. 

700  Choral  Praisa . 

7:10  Cortgragatiottal  Praisa'and  Worship - 

7:16  *  ■ 

7:26 
8:00 
806 


Adoption  of  2014  BudgM . 

Comntittaa  on  Nomirtationt 


Jim  Futral 


Roaohjtiorts  Committoa  Raport ... 

Miscallaitaous  Businass . . . 

10:30  Baptist  Childtan's  Vibage  Raport 

10:40  Music  Foatura . . . . - 

10:60  Massage _ . 

11:30  Cktairtg  flamaika _ 

11 :36  Bartadiction . . . . . . 


L  Graham  Smith 


On  the  insklB  ^ 

For  a  list  of  aroa  accommodations  ar^  praachool  cats  avsilabia 
durirtg  the  cottvonlion.  sas  page  4. 


Global  warming  talk  cooling  off 

(ML  ao  did  anjmie  cIk  read  about  the 
leaked  copy  of  the  UN  Latenoverameiita] 

Panel  oo  Cnmale  ChaaiBe  (IPCX:?  afath 
aaacaament  on  climate  auinge? 

The  IPCC  report  ia  due  at  die  end 
of  the  month,  uid  far  true  believera  in 
climate  change  it  ia  an  inconvenioit 
truth.  The  report  admits  and  cannot 
exidain  why  mere  haa  been  no  signifi¬ 
cant  increase  in  world  average  tempera¬ 
tures  ainee  1997,  and  it  admits  that  IPCC 
sdendats'  computer  models  have  been 
dramaticany  wrong. 

It  abo  appears  that  the  worid  is  much 
leas  sensitive  to  changes  in  die  amount  of 
002  in  the  atmoaphere.  Consequently,  any 
riae  in  temperatures  from  an  increased 
amount  of  CO2  may  take  a  number  of  de¬ 
cades.  Nooedieleas,  IPCC  scientists  believe 
tt«e  is  a  9^  diaiKe  that  dinuite  change 


Guest  opinion 

with  Craig  Mitchell 


sis  or  environmental  crisis,  energy  prices 
canfaO. 

Secoodly,  this  also  means  that  there  is 
leas  need  for  a  federal  Department  of  Energy 
and  an  Environmental  Protection  Agency. 

Finally,  we  can  stop  worrying  at»ut 
human  overpopulation  of  the  earth.  What 
is  most  ridiailous  about  this  fear  is  that 
Iqr  2050  human  population  wiU  be  in 
decline  everywhere. 

Even  worse  than  those  scientists  with 
wrong  theories  are  those  who,  while  lack¬ 
ing  a  scfontific  background,  also  have  a 
flawed  theology. 

Some  of  these  bebeve  that ‘Mother 
Earth’ is  a  fragile  creature,  or  perhaps  they 
bdieve  that  Gm  designed  this  world  to  be 
so  unstable  that  He  could  not  sustain  it 
with  man  as  the  dominant  specie.  They 
seem  to  nelect  the  fact  that  ive  live  in  a 


(such  as  it  b)  is  a  man-made  phenomenon. 

The  Duly  Mali  in  London  repotted 
14  that  Judith  Cii^,  head  of  dimate 
saenee  at  Georgia  Institute  of  Technology 
in  Adanta,  said  the  leaked  sumttuuy  for 
policvmakers  dwwed  diat  *die  science  is 
deatb  not  settled,  and  is  in  a  state  of  flux... 
The  oodsensus-seeking  proc^  used  by  the 


wxuEUBUts  mi  wau  aKuinK  ~  wuui  vwuju  _ij' 

b««er  support  sderi^  progress,  and  be  ,  to  GepfiMt.  find  world  is 

more  iMdSd^  policy  mld^.-  dea^  by^  to  sustam  life  m  genei^. 

In  a  convent  with  a  true  believer  and  hM^hfc  m  parh^.  God  created 

in  climate  change  last  year,  I  was  asked  man  afto  lte  unage  ^  made  man  the 
why  I  did  ^TbSeve  in  it  since  I  have  a  stowaid^  the  created  order, 

strong  adence  background.  After  all,  I  ThB^  not  mean  we  can  be  me- 

testoa  lircnft  soMecrait  as  a  United  sponsibte  with  the  wcMid  s  resources  or 

SUtes  Air  Force  offiaeru^engineer  for  its  environment,  but  it  does  meM  that  we 

12  years  and  two  more  as  a  commercial  don’t  have  to  ke^  scaring  our  kids  about 
space  launch  ooutractor.  something  that  is  not  going  to  happen. 

I  told  him  there  wMaomething  about  Our  God  is  one  we  can  trust  with  our 

the  way  the  sdeooe  was  done  that  left  me  future.  After  all,  this  world  is  not  our 
suqiioous  of  the  claims.  In  other  words,  it  eternalhome. 

did  iMit  pass  the  *snifr  test’  Rather  t^  focusiiig  on  global  warm- 

He  replied,  ’That  is  not  very  scientific.’  ing  (or  cooling),  we  should  tocus  on  more 
Since  he  did  not  have  any  kina  of  science  important  etfaxal  issues  such  as  abortion 

backgrouiKl,  he  could  not  appreciate  my  and  euthanasia.  Most  importantly,  we 

instiiicts  about  the  methodologies  that  must  never  lose  sight  of  ^ng  the  Gospel 

were  being  used.  There  are  many  others  todielost 

who  now  are  Mqring  the  exact  same  tiling 

that  I  thought  MitcheU  is  associate  professor  of  cul- 

What  are  the  practical  impbcatioiis  ^'jral  studies  at  Southwestern  Seminary 
of  an  of  this?  Ffrit,  there  is  no  reason  for  in  Ft.  Wordt  and  director  of  the  semi- 

jneen  frids  (which  poDute  more  than  gas),  nary's  Land  Center  for  Cultural  Engage- 
there  is  no  rensoo  to  atop  using  coal  as  an  ment.  His  commentary  appears  courtesy 
energy  source.  Sfaice  there  is  no  energy  cri-  of  Baptist  Press.  t 


ur  «u  cauKijv"  lUkciy  uiai  iney  uneiiiioiiaiiy 

mic  collision  between  a  comet  avoided  inieenng  any  religi- 
and  earth,  could  have  contained  osiw  into  the  conclusions  of 
enough  prebiotic  (b^ore  life)  thev  carefulK  coutroUed  ex- 

matenaU  and  sufficient  energy  peiitoenta.  Uknnver.  tltore  are 
to  mark  production  of  those  pfonty  of  other  penis  who  will 
useful  aiuino  acids.  take  ala  opportunity  to  bolster 

Aeeordiiig  to  the  news  aitfola,  their  izgiiincnt  against  divine 
cnBaborators  from  Imperial  Col-  creatioa,  and  many  people  will 
lege  in  London  and  the  Univer-  be  led  astray, 
m  of  Kent  conducted  a  series  What’s  wrong  with  what  the 
of  enerimeDts  very  limiler  to  Bible  has  to  sey  ebout  creetion? 

Gohfirun’i  previooe  rtinuletfa—  Why  c  ouMn’t  it  hevs  oecurred  w 
in  which  a  projectile  was  fired  the  Bible  deecrfttn?  It's  not  only 
using  a  light  gas  gun  into  a  typi-  possible,  but  a  feet  tlM  God  wm 
cal  eometary Ice  mixture.  The  involved  and  ttwtemtfonhap- 

Britiah  rasearcbers  reported  it  penodjustasdieBIbledepictt 
wae  their  condueion  that  several  n.  There  may  be  a  whole  M  of 
diffarent  types  of  amino  acide  details  we  don’t  understand 

were  formed.  about  the  process,  but  we  know 

*Tbcse  resnha  eonfinn  our  inargnably  that  God  created  us 
earlier  predictioiia  of  impact  —  and  evoything  else. 

syntbcM  of  pTcbiodc  mate-  The  story  goes  that  a  Doup 

rial,  where  the  impact  itaelf  can  of  sdantisti  appraachedGod 
yMd  Hfe-buildittg  compounds,*  and  smugly  announced,  ’Sir,  we 
Goldman  said  In  the  aitkle.  have  studlM  and  experimented 
’Our  work  providaa  a  realistic  for  yanra,  and  we  now  under- 
additional  synthetic  prodoetton  stand  bow  mankind  came  to 
pnthway  for  the  components  of  ba.  We  no  longer  need  You.  Wa 
proteins  ia  onr  solar  system,  know  how  to  create  life  without 
expanding  the  invcntoiv  of  lo-  You.  and  we  are  going  to  pro¬ 
cations  where  life  could  poten-  ceeu  to  show  You.' 
tisJI^  ori^nate.*  With  that,  the  scientiste  confi- 

scooped  up  a  hefty  hand- 
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explanation  to  something  even  a  _ 

nmvmper  editor  could  under-  into  a  man. 

stand,  it  would  appear  Goldman  *Wait  a  minute,*  God  said. 

is  saying  eometary  collisions  ’Use  your  own  tfrt.’ 
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Church  plants  different  idea  for  reaching  neighbors 


PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.  (BP)  -  A 

rural  concept  has  taken  root 
at  a  urban  cliurch  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  as  an  outreach  to 
Its  neighbors. 

An  uitian  garden  at  Philadel¬ 
phia’s  The  Foundry  Churdi  nat¬ 
urally  provided  an  abundaiKe 
of  tearaable  moments,  along 
with  a  soo-pound  annual  yi^ 
of  fresh  produce.  The  next  step, 
pastor  (%uck  Kiefier  thoughL 
would  be  ‘Garden  Camp,’  an  ur¬ 
ban  gardening-based  Vacation 
Bible  School 

“We  teach  {pudening  tecfa- 
niqties  and  nutrition,  whkh  are 
ea^  to  bridge  to  bibliail  con¬ 
certo  of  our  Creator,”  said  Kief- 
fer,  a  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  church  planter. 
“Doesn’t  every  diurch  have  some 
piece  of  ground  they  are  not  us¬ 
ing?  Every  church  can  do  this.’ 

To  hdp  operate  a  food  pan¬ 
try,  the  mutch  uses  resources 
from  Southern  Baptists’  Global 
Hunger  Relief  (GHR),  formerly 
the  World  Hunger  Fund.  GHR 
funding  also  is  used  in  delivethig 
food  to  shut-ins  and  disfributing 
bread  on  die  streets.  Everything 
is  done  to  help  open  doors  for 
the  Gospel. 

Global  Hunger  Relie!  is  chal¬ 
lenging  a  new  generation  of  be¬ 
lievers  to  personally  take  Jesus’ 
love,  in  both  word  and  deed,  to 
starving  souls. 

NAMB  President  Kevin  Ezell 
said  NAMB’s  close  work  with 
Southern  Baptist  state  portnen 
“has  given  us  many  opportuni¬ 


UNIQUE  VBS  —  Children  enjoy  a  mix  of  outdoor  fun  and  urban  farming  through  an  urban 
garden-based  Vacation  Bible  School  at  The  Foundry  Church  in  Philadelphia,  Pa..  Garden  Camp 
has  been  so  successful  that  the  church  plans  to  publish  an  e-book  as  a  guide  for  churches  to 
reprorhica  the  outreach.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Michael  Kelley) 


ties  to  be  sure  underserved  com¬ 
munities  in  North  America  are 
receiving  food  for  the  hungry 
and  a  mance  to  experience  me 
hope  found  in  Christ.’ 

OHR  is  oas  of  the  svsnuss 
NAMB’s  LoveLoud  initiative 


uses  to  help  churches  discover 
how  to  help  neglected  neighbors, 
neglected  communities,  and  ne¬ 
glected  children.  The  deaiie  be¬ 
hind  LoveLoud  uHimatriy  is  to 
sss  psopto  Uks  AAgM  (not  Us 
real  name)  led  to  frith  in  Christ. 


Last  ym  on  OcL  5,  Canada’s 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Rendezvous 
Churdi  m  Toronto  hosted  a  meal 
for  immigrants,  induding  Am- 
}ad,  a  new  arrival  from  Iran.  The 
'  bsfcrs,  Aatfrdh  mother 
him  from  Iran  to  say  she 


had  dreamed  a  group  of  Ameri- 
cans  were  coming  to  share  Jesus 
with  him  the  next  day. 

The  next  day,  a  North  Caro¬ 
lina  mission  team  arrived  to 
help  prepare  and  serve  tbe 
Thanksgiving  meal  at  Rendez¬ 
vous  for  60  community  resi¬ 
dents.  Amjad  could  not  believe 
his  mother’s  dream  had  come 
true.  He  sat  for  hours  listening 
to  the  Gospel  shared  by  his  new 
American  friends. 

Hunger  funds  do  more  than 
provide  meals.  They  open  doors 
to  the  Gospel.  Both  are  tre¬ 
mendous  ne^  in  many  North 
American  communities. 

“We  live  in  an  area  in  PhQa- 
ddphia  that  is  a  true  paradox,’ 
KidBTer  said.  “We  are  just  a  few 
blocks  from  some  of  the  w«ilthi- 
est  residents  of  the  dty,  but 
within  our  immediate  area  one 
out  of  three  children  go  to  bed 
hungry  each  night  We  have  to 
do  something  to  hefo  feed  them 
and  reach  th^  for  Oirist.’ 

The  Found^  Church,  a  Send 
North  America;  Philadelpbfr 
multiplying  partner,  plans  to  re¬ 
lease  an  e-book  on  bow  church¬ 
es  can  incoroorate  LoveLoud 
outreaches  like  urban  urdeni 
and  Garden  Camp  V&  into 
their  ministries. 

Editor’s  note:  Ideas  for 
■noting  World  Hunger  : 
to  be  oboerved  actuaa  the ! 
ern  Baptist  Convention  on  Oct 

13“ -  ~ 


Ms  your,  are  avnOaM 

■WnffidhlingerfiitMl  rreti 
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Kelley  recognized  for  30 
years’  service  to  NOBTS 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Chuck  Kel¬ 
ley,  president  of  New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS),  was  honored  for  30  years  on 
tbe  faculty  during  the  seminary's  fall  con¬ 
vocation  service. 

Kelley,  who  also  serves  as  an  evange¬ 
lism  professor  at  the  seminary,  was  recog- 
tiizeo  Sept  3  along  with  Gerald  Stevens, 
professor  of  New  Testament  and  Greek, 
vAuy  marks  25  years  at  the  seminary,  and 
several  others. 

Tom  Harrison,  chairman  of  the 
NOBTS  board  of  trustees  and  execu¬ 
tive  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church  in 
Shreveport,  La.,  offered  a  special  word 
for  Kefley  and  other  faculty  members 
celebrating  anniversaries. 

’As  part  of  the  trustees,  it’s  a  great  plea¬ 
sure  to  recognize  these  men  and  women 
who  have  served  here  so  faithfully,’  Har¬ 
rison  said.  “TTiese  men  and  women  have 
sought  to  do  that  in  each  of  our  Uves  so 
that  we  can  go  out  and  be  a  greater  part  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God.’  _ 

During  his  tenure  at  NOBTS,  Kelley  has 
served  as  profesaor  of  evan^disin,  chiur  of 
the  diviinon  of  pastoral  ministries,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Ltovell  Center  for  Evangelism 
and  Church  Health,  and  now  president. 

He  challenged  those  present  to  re¬ 
main  faithful  to  God's  call,  even  when 


'I'll  never  forget  that 
moment  in  the  classroom 
two  weeks  after  classes 
began  when  I  had  the 
■  experience  of  seeing  ’ 
exactly  why  God  wanted 
me  here  and  the  realization 
that  God  had  been  preparing 
me  all  my  life  for  this.' 

Chuck  K*U«V 

prucldcwt  «f  New  OrtoswM 
Scmlnery 


that  call  is  different  than  expected,  and 
shared  his  personal  load  to  serving  on 
the  NOBTS  faculty. 

"I  did  not  ever  in  my  life  imagine 
the  role  of  seminary  professor  for  me,’ 
Kelley  said.  ‘I  came  to  seminary  tp  be 
an  evangelist.”  / 

Kelley  said  it  was  lotirtme  pipfessor 
Joe  Cothen  who  first  asked  him  to  consid¬ 
er  teaching.  “Now,  to  be  30  years  old  and 
offered  the  opportunity  to  teach  and  be  on 
the  faculty  of  one  of  the  largest  seminaries 


CHUCK  KELLEY 

in  all  the  world  was  a  great  honor  and  a 
great  privilege,’  Kelley  said. 

KeUey  said  he  wasn't  initially  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  offer,  particularly  because  it  was 
not  what  he  wanted  to  do  in  ministrv,  but 
through  talking  with  his  wife  Rhonda  and 
with  other  mentors  and  counselors  in  his 
life,  KeUey  was  convinced  that  joining  the 
NOBTS  faculty  was  God’s  will. 

Still  reluctant,  he  hit  the  road  for  the 


entire  summer  speaking  at  youth  events. 
He  didn’t  return  until  2  a.m.  the  day  of 
faculty  workshops. 

“That  was  as  long  a.s  I  could  put  it  off," 
he  recalled.  “Ill  never  forget  that  moment 
in  the  classroom  two  weeks  after  cla.sses 
began  when  I  had  the  experience  of  seeing 
exactly  why  God  wanted  me  here  and  the 
realization  that  Gcxl  had  been  preparing 
me  all  my  life  for  this  " 
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from  beiiig  on  your  computer.  When 
it  comes  to  our  bearing  and  especially 
hearing  from  God,  it  is  importimt  that  we 
recognize  the  need  for  filtm  that  keep  out 
many  of  the  sounds,  noises  and  disootd  of 
this  world  that  can  bhir  our  understanding 
of  what  God  may  be  frying  to  say  to  us.  It 
is  not  t^  He  is  not  speaking.  Itisthatwe 
are  not  listening. 

Sometiines  we  do  not  listen  and  cannot 
oomprdiend  because  of  an  of  the  other 
noises  that  are  filling  our  ears  and  dog¬ 
ging  OUT  brainwaves.  How  do  you  filter  out 
aB  of  that  noise^>WeD,  it  is  not  easy,  but  1 
wouidsu^estthatyuuhavesomeddiber- 
ate  committed  time  when  you  push  aU  of 
those  noises  aside  and  Hstra  intendy  to 
the  vmce  of  God  speaking  to  your  heart 

Now  that  brinn  me  to  the  final 
thins  that  will  edance  your  bearing 


While  attending  the  2013  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Houston, 
Texas,  I  had  an  interesting  and 
ear  opening  experience.  WhiletbeCon- 
vention  went  wen,  it  was  not  a  Conven¬ 
tion  rdated  experience.  Acroasfiomthe 
hotel  where  1  was  stayiiw  there  was  a  park 
with  flowers,  shrubs  and  walking  trails. 

As  I  walked  over  to  the  park,  I  noticed  a 


lookra  scxnev&t  hire  a  lai^  satellite  dish, 
but  it  was  made  out  of  concrete.  WbenI 
got  closer  to  i^  I  noticed  that  at  the  bottom 
at  whatever  it  was  there  was  a  concrete 
seat  Then  I  saw  the  little  sign  in  fiont  of  it 
that  said,  “Ustening  Vessels.’  Noonewas 
out  there  and  diat  was  an  the  instructions 
that  I  had  so  I  paused  long  eiwigh  to  sit 
down.  I  saw  directly  in  of  me  about 

50  to  60  feet  away  another  one  of  die 


oftentimes  people  are  not  tuned  evacuate  the  auiBane  quickly  at  the  exit 
laippoeedto  re  in  and  (fo  not  hear  mough  they  have  ears,  in  front  or  in  badi  of  me  until  one  day  I 
ribqpntobw  So  Jesus,  the  Master  Teacho-,  brings  a  was  cm  an  overseas  flight.  Aswewere 
It  aM  unusi^  i,™  responsibility  to  each  one  of  us  that  about  to  land,  they  came  over  the  inter- 
wenaveanouligationtonotjusthear  com  and  explained  to  us  that  it  had  been 
buttolisten.  In  essence,  what  Jesus  was  reported  that  we  had  a  bomb  on  board, 
in^skyand  tefling  the  people  of  His  day  and  convey-  The  implied  message  was  ifwe  were  able 
e  looking  d^^  ing  to  us  is  that  we  need  to  enhance  our  to  get  cn  of  the  plane  at  all,  we  would 
s  and  m^iifymg  hearing  and  comprc^nsion  of  what  God  hare  to  deplane  way  down  at  the  end  of 

lane  iiKired  on.  is  trying  to  say  to  us.  But  bow  do  you  go  the  runwiw.  The  explanation  about  ivhat  ,  .  - 

ngandsmging.  aboutwfoigwt?  we  needed  to  do  was  given  one  more  mat  hearing  eenoi^  and  the  ^ 

away,  but  It  Om  way  ia  to  focus  and  pay  aMen-  time.  This  time  I  listened.  that  to  is  not  to  hear.  ^ 

rerer^tthere  tkm.  We  need  to  get  logged  in  to  what  In  a  world  where  it  seems  like  every  tolrtGod^somethiiwiiiyourtn 

loticedtwomen  God  is  trying  to  say  to  us.  Fbr  people  who  day  holds  the  potential  for  a  blowout  and  goal  is  tom  whatever  He  is  speala 
obat^  100  yards  ^  ofterv  you  know  that  you  qmck^  get  a  blowup,  you  would  think  that  we  would  about  aiw  let  Him  coro  aM  mala 
italk^andl  aqi^ed  to  not  listening  to  TO  feJks  on  the  be  fbcusM  on  tuning  in  to  listen  to  God.  ferenre  in  that  area  of  our  life,  rels 
e  saying.  It  was  plane  whether  it  is  die  mght  attendant  or  Sadly,  too  manypeople  are  not  listen-  orattitude.  , 

heveiydesign  someone  else  explaining  what  to  do  in  TO  ing.  They  treat  TO  Lord  as  though  He  I  wanted  to  load  up  one  <*  TO  li 

mofequipment  emeigencies  that  might  come  up.  Itiiiiik  is  lustbackmound  noise  to  TO  activities  vessdsandbrinpithomewithine 
at  in  one  and  that  TO  law  requires  them  to  do  it,  but  TO  of  TO  day.  They  are  not  focused  on  Him  locked  like  that  rt  wei^ied  several 
!r,taIkinalow  law  cannot  mue  you  pay  attentioiL  And  and  His  Word  to  them.  Then  when  life’s  I  did  nm  try  to  pick  it  ^  Butsinc 
hoTOr.  They  aoifyou  look  around  you  find  that  if  you  exploatons  come,  they  wonder  why  they  hare  tried  to  be  more  int^  on  mj 
niiig''***da.  are  Imeidiig,  yon  are  probably  TO  cnh  dio  not  lioten.  iiw  being  m  focus,  filtered  and  rea 

that  I  sat  there  onewhoisacroallvpaiyhigsttentlon.  I  To  enhance  yewrllree.nlireyrei  whatever  hh  that  TO  herd  la  spea 

pllfied  sounds  hvre  heard  that  before  you  takeoff  qiiel  must  focus  and  you  must  filTO.  F11-  me  about 
dpbutthink  urrmteen  times.  ten  are  good  things  whether  the)4te  TO 

Nit  a  dozen  times  ’fhe  fact  is  that  I  had  never  been  in  ones  that  you  use  as  you  make  your  cofiee.  The  author  can  be  oontocted  at 

(that  hath  ears  a  situation  where  TO  oxygen  mask  feO  purify  your  water  or  keep  wrong  things  tions^mbcbjtrg. 


need  to  be  dealt  with  orremoved,  or  otliCT 
tiiiirgs  that  may  need  to  be  looked  at  and 
included.  Here  is  TO  problem.  Sooften 
when  we  hear  God  speak,  we  take  that  as 


pi  Baptist  Conrenlion,  October 
28.  noon  -  October  30.  2013. 
CaM  MtchaNa  Sanaing.  Child¬ 
care  CoordiriBlor.  at  601-943- 
1997  to  praregiatar.  AH  chil- 
dran  must  be  pre-rsgiatarad  by 
Monday.  October  21.  2013. 


Holal/Molal  BaTO  offacliva  lor 
the  Octobar  27-2SUiiiia.pariod. 
Plaaaa  note  that  ooorentioo 
sttandsas  are  retponaHila  lor 
making  thair  oren  reaarwaliana. 
Cutoff  dais  for  the  latoa  Halod 
it  Octobar  6:  rates  wM  go  up 
altar  Octobar  6.  Whan  you  ask 


them  you  are  attandkig  TO 
Mtasiaaippi  Baptist  Corwantion. 


1. >*r»ragistar,  giving  nama 
and  aga  of  each  child,  TO 
parant,  and  TO  church. 

2.  Pick  up  a  tacurity  card  lor 
each  child  on  arrival. 

3.  Be  sure  sH  belongings  are 


S74.00  Singta/ Double  e01-932-«M1 

per  night  *  9%  tex  1226  PhiWps  Lane 

Hot  breekfeet  Peart  MS  39288 

$ 104.00  Single/Double 

Cabaf  iadaa  >— eapa  per  night  8%  tex 

601-948fi660  Free  Hot  Breekleet 

2376  North  Stole  Street 

Jackaon,  MS  38202  CoiwUiy  bm  ft  Mtaa 

S94.00  Singie  /  Double  601-420-2244 

per  night  *11%  tex  3061  Whito  Blvd. 

*.  75  or  Hot/coid  breekfeet  Pearl,  MS  39208 

$70.00  Skigla/  Doubto 

Cabaf  Ledge  JaDkaew/llorfit  par  night -t- 9%  tax 
801-967-0757  Free  Hot  Breekfeet 

120  OyaM  Road 

Ridgatond.  MS  39167  Hampton  bm 

$94.00  Single/  Double  601-932-7676 

per  rtight  *  8%  lex  1234  PhWips  Straal 

Hot/coM  breekfeet  Pearl.  MS  39288 


601-939-6238 
110  Baas  Pro  Oriva 
Peart  MS  39288 
S 109.00  Single/Double 

Bnek^  VkrmdpTKe  rehadula  for  leading. 

*  6.  Lsavs  TO  chMdran  no  aarliar 

than  16  minulas  before  TO 
beginning  of  a  satsion  and 
rTfiSChOOl  Cira  pick  them  up  no  later  than 

me  16  minutos  attar  TO  dose  of 

fit  CfMnrfilltlOII  aaation. 

Preschool  care  wiH  be  ovalt- 

abla  for  chHdran  by  pra-rag-  ChikJran  may  remain  in  TO 
iatration.  ages  birth  through  preschool  area  during  TO 
fire.  St  First  Baptiat  Church,  Corwantion  lunch  break  on 
Jackson,  during  TO  Pastors'  Tuesday  if  parents  provide  a 
ConfaratK*  and  TO  Misstsaip-  sack  lunch. 


801-933-1174 
438  Rirerwind  Drire 
PsartMS  39208 
S  119.00  Sirtgie/  Double 
por  night  *  9%  tex 
BreeUem  $6.00  per  perettn 


601-936-7006 
too  Rirerwind  E.  Drire 
Peart.  MS  39206 
$  104.00  Single/Double 
per  reght*  9%  lex 
Fret  Hot  Breekleet 
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PRAGTIGALfPRINCIPIiES 


istian 


Common  Core  Education  in  Mississippi 


ObamaAdministiatiao.  In  February  aoo9  Standards  wSI  do...  They  wiB  ensure 
tte  fedetal  “Stimulus  Bin*  set  wide  $4^  that  MistissippCschddren  are  equmped 

buHon  for  states  inmioviiK  their  eduoH  with  the  knowledge  and  sk^neeaed  to 

tiooal  standards.  The  US  Department  [italics  added], 

of  EduCTtipn  (U^p  made  ftieae  funds  Hbs  statement  is  a  “statement 

availa^  through  the  Race  to  the  Top  pothests.*  Notice  the  phrase,  “will  w^snd 

.  .  Svill  ensure."  Since  these  standards  have 

If  a  state  did  not  wm  dtegt^,thal  never  been  test^  a  casual  reading  of  this 

?*“*?  be  committed  todv  would  lead  one  to  believe  tte  statement 

USDE  pqhaes  m  dte  agreesneat.  MS  did  is  a  tested,  proven  and  factual  statement. 

- - - 

The  MDE  reported  in  20u  that  60% 
of  the  schook  in  MS  graded  “CT  or  lower, 
arxl  92  received  an ‘F.’ Thirty  of  these 
faiUngscboolsarefocingastatetakeover 
or  conservatorship.  Coinider  these  sdrools 
when  pornforing  uie  following  If  an 
Olym^  high  jumper  has  not  Deen  able  to 
dw  a  6’ bar,  then  it  defies  natural  reason 
that  the  juinper  could  dear  a  6’4’ bar. 

The  Cdympian,  with  hdp  fiom  a  ooa(^ 
must  first  master  the  6’ bar  before  rais¬ 
ing  it  higher,  j^rpiying  this  type  of  lo^  to 
undetpaformirg  and  foiling  schoob  IS  an 
educational  reape  far  disastCT. 

Dr.  House  con'/enienfh  admits  that 
academic  performance  will  initially  be 
lovwr.  She  said  that,  ‘“Iheae  are  higher 
standards  and  when  standards  are  raised, 
teat  tesuks  testd  to  ba  lower  at  first  and 


ment.  Other  states  (CO,  FL,  IN,  LA,  NY, 
OH,  PA)  ate  in  discussions  or  introduce 
legislation  to  withdraw  fiom  or  dday  the 
standards  aixl/or  the  assessments. 


Rac«-Based  Objectives 

The  MDE  has  said,  “I  believe  that  if 
we  rafoe  expectations,  our  students  and 
educators  rise  to  meet  those  expecta¬ 
tions.’ If  this  statement  is  true,  then  why 
is  the  MDE  expecting  less  of  certain  racial 
subgroups  in  their  Annual  Measurement 
Objectives  (AMO)? 

At  a  bare  minimum,  it  is  morally  de¬ 


furtberdeclihe  in  schools.  The  curricuhnn  ClnFdiruary  22, 2010,  Presided  Obama 
is  said  to  contain  morally  objectionable  said  in  a  meeting  to  the  National  Gouci^ 
and  ponxigraphic  content  It  is  alleged  now  Amciation  that,  "we’re  calling  for 

that  the  Bmird  enacted  deinoralizing,  a  redesigned  Elementary  and  Secondary 
race-based  perfomumce  criteria.  These  Education  Act  that  better  alfops  the  fedoal 

claims  have  been  investigated  and  the  approach  to  your  state-led  enotts. . .  First, 

concerns  ate  valid.  as  a  condition  of  receiving  access  to  Tide  I 

There  are  four  educational  took  that  funds  [far  low-income  households],  we  will 

are  ofooncem.  First  is  the  standards  or  ask  all  states  to  put  inplaoe  a  plan  to  adopt 

leaining  goals  students  are  expeOed  to  and  certify  standards  ntat  are  coOew  and 

achieve.  Tne  second  is  the  curriculum  or  career-ready  in  reading  and  math, 

textbooks.  The  Partnershm  for  Assess-  MS  couM  leave  abraded  their  own 

ment  of  Readiness  far  CoO^  and  Careew  standards  without  Common  Core 
(PARCC)  aasessmem  that  measures  a  Standards  and  had  them  certdied 
sdiool'speTfonnanoe  is  the  third.  The  dnvughlHL  and  develcped  their  own 

fourth  is  tile  longitudinal  dtta  system  that  assessmimt  and  stW  be  m  compikmce  to 
collects  students  data. 

The  MS  Dqiartment  of  Education 
(MDE)  statedmat  44  states  inMsly 
adopted  the  standards  and  aasmne^ 
but  about  half  of  them  are  now  ill  various 
stages  of  rejecting  it  and/or  Ha  related 
components.  Also,  several  MS  Legiafotow 
haw  been  educating  tile  public  on  tii« 
problems,  and  theylune  been  caDing  for 
educational  reforms  in  the  2014  session. 

li.  Gov.  Tate  Reeves  recently  opposed 
legislative  action  to  address  these  issues. 

He  claimed  the  time  to  address  tiiese 


will  take  12  moreyeaiMon  tap  of  the  piist 
12  years  of  foiled  NCL£)  for  the  lowest 

leocyofancSh^l^wedontheMD^^- 
tions  it  follows  that  they  bdieve  it  wifi  take 
neariv  a  quarter-century  for  the  lowest 
race-based  subgroup  to  reach  the  level  of 
the  highest  This  is  an  unjust  and  immoral 
attack  on  a  student’s  psyoie. 


Conclusion 

Baaed  on  reaeordi  and  anaiyaia  of  the 
recently  adopted  educatkmal  compo- 


Aooin,  note  the  MDCs  usage  of  the 
term  of  certain^,  loC*  improve.  SliB, 
Mahtthestandardshoveneverbeentest- 
ed.  This  is  an  empty  premise.  This  is  likr 
sayint  “we've  never  flown  this  new  air^ 
planebefore,  but  I  anticipate  once  it’s  off 
me  ground  it  will  lose  altitude  at  first  But 
trust  me— it  won’t  crash!' Do  you  w^  to 
buckle  your  children’s  and  giandchiidien’i 
educational  future  into  this  plane? 


funds  wfll  he  avaOibleonb' to  states  that 
are  implementing  aosessroents  baaed  on 
college  and  career  reacly  standards.'  (In 
2010  MS  received  over  $200  million  in 
TMeiftinds.) 

On  June  ^  2010,  miiHdes  fiom  the 
MS  Board  of&lucation  stated  that  "the 
Board  voted  unanimcxisly  to  adopt  the 
Common  Core  Standards  [in  Enmish 
Mid  Moth] ...  based  on  findiiig  of  immi¬ 
nent  peril  to  public  wd&re  in  the  loss  of 
suhrtantial  federal  funds. .  .“(It  is  alleged 
that  the  fecferal  Bovenunent’s  threat  or 
induced  fear  of  fosing  Tide  1  funds  was 
the  basis  for  adopting  tile  standards  and 
the  assessment  tiiat  were  so  oonvcnientiy 
made  avafiable.) 

In  June  2010  the  standards  were 
published  by  the  NGA  and  August  2010 
was  the  federal  deadline  for  Race  to  the 


mental  problems. 

The  primaiy  problem  is  that  the  stan¬ 
dards  actually  represent  a /ijoiotfiesis  on/]/. 
This  means  these  standards  nave  not  been 
treted,  there  is  no  empirical  data,  and  the 
outoome  of  the  standards  is  at  best  an 
edumted  guess. 

Furthermore,  in  keeping  with  the  “sci¬ 
entific  method*  that  requires  the  testing 
of  the  hypothesis,  therehave  been  none  in 
any  US  public  school  Therefore,  the  stan- 
duds  is  not  a  scientific  theory,  and  there 
is  no  valid  bans  for  any  (daim  that  tiiese 
standards  wifi  work.  Pure  reason  dictates 
otherwise.  Neither  are  the  standards 
scimtifioa%  ua/id  because  the  standards 
have  not  been  proven  to  be  just  as  effective 
in  one  state  as  they  are  in  another.  The  one 
shoe  fits  all  appro^  will  not  work. 

A  starting  point  could  be  that  govern¬ 
ment  offices  work  tpgether  in  delaying 
further  implementation  of  the  standards 
and  related  components.  Then,  work 
together  in  full  disclosure  with  the  dtizeas 
and  develop  a  solution  tlut  is  just,  biir 
and  equitable.  And  in  doing  so,  ensure 
that  proposed  solutions  re^iert  tiw  Tenth 
Amendment  of  the  U  5.  Constitution 
which  declares  that  The  powers  not  del¬ 
egated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  states  respectively,  or 
to  the  people," 

Our  children  will  be  used  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  their  educational  theory  will 


Curriculum 

The  Bluest  EyebyToni  Morrison  is 
on  Common  Core's  exemplaiy  reading 
list  and  in  MS  public  achoofo  This  boo 
demonstrates  nardcore,  sadistic  and 


who  didn’t  say 


to  com^ain  —  shame  on  them.’ 

It  is  more  shameful  for  U.  Gov.  Tate 
Reeves  to  stall  or  deny  legislators  a  review 
of  Common  Core.  Measures  that  deny 
legislators  and  the  people  they  represent 
the  constitutional  right  of  due  process  is 
unethical  and  unjust  Intimidation  and 
veiled  threate  should  never  be  part  of  the 
democratic  process. 

The  SpeAer  of  tita  House,  Philhp 
(lunri,  hA  taken  a  different  approadi. 
.Speaker  Gunn  has  said,  “I'm  wifiingta 
tiute  a  step  back  and  look  at  H,  certainly, 
but  Tm  still  trying  to  understand  what  all 
the  objection  IS." 


details  a  step-by-step  account  of  sexi^ 
intercourse  and  incestuous  pedophilia 

(refi  84-B^  130-131. 148-149.  ifia-tfij. 

174, 181).  Is  this  the  type  of  literaiy  stimu¬ 
lation  you  want  exposed  to  your  children 
and  grandchildren?  It  is  apparent  that 
the  judgment  of  a  Common  Core  valida¬ 
tion  panel  of  “experts,"  who  placrf  a  book 
like  tnis  on  a  recommended  reading  list, 
cannot  be  trusted. 


Common  Core  Standards 

These  standards  are  described  by  the 
MDE  as  “what  .students  are  ejqiected  to 
Irani."  Dr.  Lvnn  House,  Interim  State 
Superintencfcnt  for  the  MDF„  stated  in 
a  meeting  on  August  19. 2013,  that  "our 
[previous  adopted  educational  goals  or) 
standards  are  good  but  not  wh^  we 
ne^  to  be." 

Dr.  House  has  compared  raising  the 
standards  to  “When  an  Olympic  high 
jumper  wants  to  reach  new  heights,  he 
doesn't  leave  the  bar  where  it  Is  and  eiqiec 
to  meet  that  goal.  To  be  competitive  with 
other  high  jumpers,  he  mast  raise  the  bar. 
That's  exactly  uhat  Common  Core  State 


History 

The  beginning  of  Common  Core  Stan- 
dartk  can  te  dated  back  to  2007  with  the 
BiU  and  Melinda  Gates  Foundation.  Sinra 
then,  the  Gates  Foundation  has  awarded 

over  $27  mifiion  to  trade  associations 

no  governmental  authority  to  promote  the 
Common  Core  Standards  initiative. 

In  2008  the  Gatra  Foundation  funded 
th^  trade  associations  and  othm  to 
write  the  report.  Benchmarking  for 
Success,  to  present  the  standaius  to  the 


The  author  of  this  analysis.  Rob  Cham¬ 
bers  serves  as  consultant  /or  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Christian  Action  Cominis- 
sum.  He  con  be  rontactixl atfsn-oatl-XiSi 
or  rchamberstj  cbristiarHiction.com. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


SUNRISE  CHURCH.  CARTNAOE.  lioansad  Don  VMillaca  as 


MACEDONIA  CHURCH,  MYRTLE,  racognizsd  daacon 
Jamas  Shirley  with  a  certificate  of  Daacon  Ennaritus  for 
serving  from  1972  to  2013.  Ha  also  received  a  plaque  for  47 
years  of  church  service.  Shown  are  pastor  Louie  Williams, 
Shirley,  ar>d  Brad  Page. 


DANIEL  MEMORIAL  CHURCH, 
JACKSON,  licenaed  Caleb  Foley 
'and  ScodVWlGh  to  the  gospel  min¬ 
istry.  Foley,  student  minister,  is  a 
MC  graduate  artd  plans  to  enter 
seminary  in  two  years;  Welch 
plans  to  enter  semittary  exten¬ 
sion  courses  artd  is  available  for 
bivocational  pastorates.  Shown 
are  pastor  Lawrence  Baylot,  Foley, 
and  Welch. 


RRST  CHURCH,  SAND  MLL.  licensed  Josh  Smith  to  the 
gospel  ministry  July  7  He  is  shown  with  pastor  Ronnie  Maxie. 


The  GAs  of  HRST  CHURCH, 
ROrrS  CAMP.  oeHfoeted  the 
lOOlh  aonlvMaiY  of  < Arts  in  Ao- 
Va  fcO||HHiaa,ttinch.  party 
bags,  and  ortiw  activWas. 


The  Women  on  Mission  group 
of  CALVARY  CHURCH. 
SUMMIT,  treated  the  Mission 
Friends,  RAs,  and  GAa  to  a  day 
of  games  and  crafts,  music, 
and  hot  dogs  Sept  7.  Spaek'jrs 
included  Courtn^ Carroll  and 
Katelee  Thomas;  music  with 
Jimmy  Willoughby.  Bobbin 
Dunav^,  WCM  director;  Floyd 
Davis,  pastor. 


FLOWOOD  CHURCH,  FLOWOOD,  honored  Louise  Moore 
for  her  dedication  of  teaching  children  in  the  church's  pre¬ 
school  division  for  63  years.  Shown  are  Moore  and  Sunday 
School  director  Mike  Ptollard.  ' 


FREDOMA  CHURCH,  NEW  ALBANY,  held  a  misaion  recognition  for  GAs,  RAs,  and  Acteena. 


The  women's  minis^  at  NEW  HEIGHTS  CHURCH,  SUM¬ 
MIT.  held  a  pumpkin  painting. 


1^..  :* 
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Just  for  the  Record 


In  other  Church  ^ng  gnas.  and  doing  odd 
jnba  at  MoseOe  Elementary 
School.  Keith  Thompaon, 
>  IMoaoH*  Mamorinl  pastor. 

Ch^«<h,  held  ite  ^  County  Un«  Church. 

Si  hold  a  Blessing 

tion  Sunday.  Members  met  »u_  /w  ..  — 

Sept.  I  at  d:30  a.m.  to  de-  the  Outdoors  (M.  5.  5:30 

livir  home-cooked  meals  to  P;?- .  features  a 

Shut-ins.  delivering  socks  “iMiMippi  Dei^ment 
and  food  to  nursing  home  Wildlife,  Fishenes,  and 
residents,  picking  up  road-  P®rks  enforcement  officer 
side  trash,  passing  out  light  conducting  a  Q&A,  a  big 
bulbs  and  smoke  detec-  buck  harvest  (2-6  p.m.), 
tors,  doing  small  repairs  for  door  prizes  including  a  gun, 
needy  families’  homes,  cut-  food  and  drinks. 


CLARKSOALE 

CHURCH, 

CLARKSOALE, 

recognized  and 
honored  those 
who  protect 
the  city  Sept.  8. 
Shown,  from  left. 


are  Pat  Wood, 


Wayne  Steer, 
Obert  Douglas, 
Whit  Read,  pastor 
Don  Dunavant, 
Charles  Jones. 

Bill  Ludfett,  and 
Deputy  Maddox. 


Gambrell  has 
bean  licensed 
to  the  gos¬ 
pel  ministry 
by  HEBRON 
CHURCH, 
MERIOIAN, 
ar>d  is  avail¬ 
able  for  sup¬ 
ply,  imerim,  or 
pMtoral  posi¬ 
tions.  He  can  be 
reached  at  (601) 
286-3742.  He 
is  shown  with 
pastor  Richard 
MMIace. 


PINEVIEW 

CHURCH. 

LAUREL. 

has  called 
Tim  Nelson 
at  pastor, 
shown  with 
his  wife 
Lisa. 


FRIENOSHIP  CHURCH,  STURGIS, 
has  callad  Eddie  Painter  as  pastor. 
He  grew  up  in  West  Point  and  has 
pastored  in  Van  Fleet,  Louisville, 
Quitman,  Starkvilla,  and  Gloster. 

He  comes  from  Barataria  Church, 
Lafitte,  La.,  ho  has  a  B.A.  from 
Leavel  College,  a  M.A.  from  The 
Caskey  School  of  Divinity,  Pinev- 
ille.  La.,  and  is  pursuing  a  Ph.D. 
from  Tennessee  Temple  University, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.  He  comes  with 
his  wife,  Usa.The  Paters  have 
two  adult  daughtera,  Elisabeth  and 
Angel. 

MELROSE 

CHURCH. 

BENTOMA.  ^ 

presented 

Wayne  Long  j 

with  a  plaque  V  ' 
honorirtg  H 
15  years  of  9 
service  upon  H 

hit  retire-  k 

ment  from 
the  church. 

Shown  are 
Hugh  King, 

Lloyd  Pas- 
sons,  Billy 
Robinson, 

Long,  Dot 
ar>d 
and 


A^^uHeofarthe  dwCburdt-Hlii^Relatiom 
wimnsHrr  mil  ulailiikiil  tnd  Ptpsrtment fcr its asristai^^ 

Dr.  CiogleBian  provided  v^  ' 

vakiai^informatioototaaMt 
(B.  Thereareseveralout- 
Kaa^t^  points  to  be  made  in 
•Hngttese  services,  such  as 
organizatiaa  of  tbe  commit- 
tse,  bekiam  prayer,  scfaed- 
uk^  ete/Bov^m',  as  I  look 
bark  CO  the  expoietkoe,  die 
meRJmportmd  one  was  pto- 
fint  our  chmTh  and  e-tting 


7b  view  this  CoopuvtiM 
Program  Testimony  online. 
6tiOM  uitit  ht^//oMW. 

mbeb.org/tpA’idfo»Ji>9« 


Brogdon. 
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Union  leader  expresses  thanks  to  God  for  abortion 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  An  Ameri¬ 
can  union  leader  pubix^  thanked 
God  for  legal  abortion  in  a  prajw 
in  the  lorn  State  Canitoi  as  at 
leBSt  two  Democrat  gunematorial 
candidates  looked  on. 

Iowa  labor  oiganizer  Midge 
Slater  prayed  Aug.  28  as  abc^ 
80  peo^  proterted  a  proposal 
before  OK  Iowa  Board  of  Medi¬ 
cine  to  require  doctors  to  meet  in 
person  w^  women  before  giv¬ 
ing  them  abortion  drugs,  dier^ 
prolubitiiw  Webcam,  or  *tele- 
medfidne,'abortions. 

TWo  Democratic  candidates 
for  governor  were  among  those 


with  Slater  when  she  prayed,  "We 
give  thanks  and  cdebnite  that 
abortion  ia  still  safe  and  legaL* 
Ihe  liberal  Progress  Iowa  vid¬ 
eoed  and  Ihe  Washington  Exam¬ 
iner  reported  the  prayer,  which 
also  expressed  gratitude  to  God 
^  “the  doctors,  Mdi  anient  and 
fotine,whopnniideqadityabor- 
tion  care,  and  pray  mat  they  may 
be  kept  side.* 

In  addition.  Slater  prayed: 

■  *Fbr  women  for  whom  preg¬ 
nancy  is  not  good  news,  that  th^ 
know  they  hare  choices;’ 

■  ’Fbr  oompaaafonate  reli¬ 
gious  voices  to  speak  out  for  the 


dignity  and  autonorny  of  women;’ 

■  ‘For  our  damhlers  and 
gianddangfafers,  diat  win  al¬ 
ways  know  the  power  of  making 
tfa^  own  good  derisions;’ 

■  ’For  the  45  mfllion  Ameri- 
canwomenwhoharehadsafe,le- 
^  abortions.  May  they  stand  tan 
and  icfoae  shame,’ and 

■  “For  dected  officials,  that 
they  m^  always  support  a  vmnH 
an’s  to  nuke  br  own  medi¬ 
cal  deodons.’ 

TVro  days  after  the  protest  and 
SUter’s  prayer,  the  Board  of  Med¬ 
icine  apfxowed  the  proposaL 

Meanwhile.  Albuquerque, 


NJd.,  voters  win  hare  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  their  city  the  tat 
in  thie  oountty  to  enact  a  ban  on 
abortions  20  weeks  or  more  into 
pregnancy. 

In  a  vote,  the  Afouquerque 
Council  set  Nov.  iqforas^ 
eiectioo  on  the  Pain  Capaoie 
Unborn  Child  Protection  Ordi- 
nance,  according  to  the  Albuquer¬ 
que  JoumaL 

The  measure,  winch  would 
permit  an  exception  for  endai^ 
germent  of  the  mother's  life,  is 
set  at  halfway  through  pregnamy, 
Imed  on  acsentffic  evideim  thk 
an  unborn  child  at  that  stage  of 


development  experienoes  pain. 

Operation  Rescue,  whiefa 
momtors  health  and  safety  viola- 
tioiw  by  abortfoo  dinics  nation- 
wi^  has  labeled  Allaiquer^  as 
die  late-term  shortion  caphal  of 
America.  Southvrestem  Women’s 
Options  is  the  oountty^s  laigest 
late-term  abortion  riinic  in  the 
countiy,  according  to  the  pro-life 
organizatkai. 

The  City  Council  approved  the 
special  dection  date  after  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  ordinanoe  gained 
more  than  twice  the  1^000  or  so 
signatures  needed  for  it  to  quafify 
ibrtfaeballoL 


College  News 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


Church, 


^  GaWas  First  Church,  Gto- 
stor.  Rev^,  Sept.  29  -  Oct 
2;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  6  p.m.;  varioua 
lest  preachers  and  singers 
om  around  south  Mississip¬ 
pi;  Brian  Malone,  pastor. 

^  1M  Church,  Louin:  Reviv¬ 
al,  Sept.  29  -  OcL  2;  Son.,  11 
a-m.,  toUowed  by  lunch;  Mon. 
-  Wed.,  7  pjn.;  H.C.  Bailey, 
speaker;  James  Schumaker, 
pastor. 

^  Unity  Church,  Laahac- 
KlWa'  flwf — ’ - ]■ 

M;  aMvfajB,  M  aaiL. 

foOflwaa  Ir  biawh  and  ^er- 


Chuich. 
og,  Smt. 
29;  aewricea,  10:30  ama.,  fol- 
knved  by  IniidL  singiiig,  and 
fellowship;  G^  Unviile, 
speaker.  The  Foy»  Boyz,  mu¬ 
sic;  Boboy  Butler,  pastor. 


^  Hrat  Church, 

Centennial  cefebration. 
Sept.  29;  aervieea,  10:30 
a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on 
the  grounds  and  afternoon 


among. 
^  mmi 


inolan 


Church, 


Eupora:  looth  anniversary, 
Se^.  29;  services,  10:30  am 
with  a  time  of  remember 
ing  and  worship,  followed 
lundi  and  feDowafaip 
Futral,  speaker. 

^  Ibpia^  Church,  Bogua 
ChHto:  Homecoming,  Sept 
29;  worship,  11  a.m.,  follows 
by  lundi;  Kll  Miller,  speaker. 
^  CoMwatar  ChurA, 
fMpMa;  Revival,  Sept. 

-  Oct.  2;  Sun.,  11  a.m. 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 

Don  Saveli,  speaker, 
Johnson,  music, 
fe  FIrat  Church,  BhannofC 
Bevivid.  29  -  Oct.  ft; 

Sun..  10  a.aa.  imd  6  p.iS4 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  pm.;  Ptd* 
Glisson,  speaker,  Don 
dler,  muak. 

^  Rawls  Springi 
HaMatbura:  laoth  anniver 
saiy  and  homMomhm  Sept. 
29;  aervieea,  10  a.m.;  Tommy 
Mitchell,  speaker.  Big  Bieaa- 
ings  Quartet,  muib. 

^  HM  Hilt  Church,  Ptilla- 
datpMa:  Revival,  Sept  29 

-  Cfet.  2;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 


I6,sr 


.maker. 

.  Cantar  HM  Oiureh,  Ham- 
Sesqukentennial  ser¬ 
vice,  Sept  fellowship,  9 
a.m.;  worship,  10  a.m.,  rol- 
iowed  by  corerad  dish  lunch 
and  singing;  Terry  Edwards, 
pastor. 

V  Acadamy  Church,  Bhia 
Mouirtain:  Homecoming, 

Salt.  29;  services,  10^0  a.m., 
followed  by  lunch;  Titus  Ty¬ 
ler,  speaker;  Heavens  Moun¬ 
tain  Band,  musir.  Wayne 
Cobb,  pastor. 

fe  County  Lina  Church, 
Union:  Revival,  Sept.  29  - 
OcL  2;  Sun,  11  a.m.  wd  7p.m. 
n^tty;  Don  Boone^ap 
Riuidy  Boone,  music; 

Jay,  pastor. 

^  Fiadonia  Church, 
Albany:  Homecoming  and 
140th  anniversary,  S^.  29; 
sovices,  10  a.m.,  follovred  ^ 
fellowship  meal;  Tom  Sum- 
rail,  speaker;  Ike  Aslin,  music. 

Batdaw  Chtirch  Baklan: 
Homecomiim  Sept.  29;  servic¬ 
es,  10  a.m.,  foUowed  by  lunch; 
John  Mark  Jarrett,  speaker; 
Jim  Holcomb,  pastor. 


Jimmy  Morrison  (laltl  has  racalvod  tha  Order  of  ths  GoMon  Arrow 
Award  at  WHSBISBIPPI  COUCae.Tha  Mlaalsaippi  CoHega  Ns- 
tional  AJumrW  Association  atlaeta  an  ahimnus  or  friend  of  the  Inati- 
tudon  making  outstanding  paraonai  or  profeaalonal  achievamants 
during  their  csrsara.'nie  i^nnara  are  axoaptional  people  who 
have  shown  extraordinary  leadership  skills  over  the  years.  Mor 
riaon  graduated  in  1964  and  is  a  retirad  oartified  financial  planner. 
He  shares  the  award  with  1967  Misaiaaippi  College  graduate  John 
R.  Waiaz,  a  Newton,  Missiasippi  native  and  paychology  profea- 
aor  at  Harvard  Medical  School.  Morriaon,  Vlfeisz  and  otha  alumni 
award  winners  will  be  honored  at  a  Homecoming  dinner  at  MCi 
Anderson  HaU  on  October  25  beginning  at  6  p.m.Ticfcets  are  $20. 
For  mote  information,  contact  Lori  Bobo  of  the  Ahimni  Affairs 
Office  at  (6011 925-3252.  Sharon  Martin  (right)  has  been  salactad 
as  the  MISSISSIPn  COLLEGE  Alumna  of  the  Yaar.  A  physi¬ 
cian  « the  Mississippi  Stats  Hoapital  at  Whitfield  since  1986  and 
toogtime  MC  supporter,  Martin  iMIl  (oin  others  receiving  honors 
at  the  Christian  univerrityh  Alumni  Awards  Dinner  on  October 
25.  The  Friday  evening  program  at  Anderson  Hall  on  the  Clinton 
campus  begins  at  6  p.m.  A  1972  MC  biology  graduate.  Martin 
earned  her  medical  degree  Magna  Cum  Lauda  from  the  Univer 
aity  of  Mitaissippi  Medical  Cen^  in  1983.  Her  medical  practice 
was  at  the  Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health  from  1965  through 
1991.  She  served  a  psychiatry  residency  at  UMC  in  Jackson  from 
1991  through  1996  before  joining  the  Missiavippi  State  Hospital 
in  Rankin  County. 


In  College  News: 

>  Mfeslaalppi  ColaM  ad¬ 
vanced  a  few  notches  in  die  lat¬ 
est  ’UA  News  It  World  Report’ 
survey  to  earn  a  tankiiig  of  zyth 
among  the  best  rericnal  univefsi- 
tfes  in  the  South.  Ihe  ranking  in 
the  marazine's  fed!  college  guide 
nrieaaed  in  Sqiteniber  plaoes  MC 
in  a  tie  with  Campbell  University 
of  North  Carolina.  Last  fedl,  MC 
was  bi  aoth  plare  in  *U.S.  News  h 
Worid  Rep^’ in  the  same  catago- 
ly.  Misaisisippi  CoOegr  to|»  auth 
Southern  re^ianal  institutions  as 
Radfeifd  Unirersity  in  Viiginia, 


Tennessee  Tech,  Western  Ken- 
tud^,  MaishaD  Univefsity  in  West 
Virginia  and  Weatem  Carolma. 

>  WHNam  Carey  Univorsitv 
held  an  International  Student 
Welcome  Party  on  Septemba  12 
in  the  Student  Conference  Cen- 
tCT.  The  event  offered  students 
a  chance  to  enjoy  food,  games, 
door  prizes,  ana  fellowmip  as 
they  leam^  about  different 
ways  to  get  involved  on  campus. 
There  are  currently  112  interna¬ 
tional  students  from  36  different 
countries.  Of  those  112,  80  are 
returning  students. 


S' 


o 


3  ANNV3^'^ 


,  ..-jiX;,..  y  Ss  . 

&  Crfrf&  •  Pyl  *  Efeies  •  Caicr^AMCiion  •  time  Dgmona 

•  fn3^ral  Spfre  •  Arvj  Much  I 


flilUALUbaDfB 


Tr.K.tor  Pull 
Cat  Show 


formnn  injorniiirion 

•  Tractor  Show  b  Parad* 
’  Artft  b  Crafts 
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NAME  targets  continued  drop  in 
baptism  with  national  task  force 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The 
North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  is  conven¬ 
ing  a  national  Pastors'  Task 
Force  on  Evangelistic  Impact 
&  Declining  Baptisms  to  ad* 


CEA  BLHV  YCWVPB  ELP  CMBCYVA; 


UVKCQMV  PBV  DLZV  LJ  RLA  NM  MBVA 


dress  the  continoed  decrease 


in  baptisms  among  Southern 
Baptist  churches. 

The  group's  first  meeting 
was  Sept.  i8  in  Nashville. 

Hie  2012  Annual  Church 
Profile  reported  a  drop  of 
5.S2X  in  the  number  of  nap- 
tisms  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  confirming  a  two- 
decade  downward  trend. 
The  most  recent  accounting 
marked  the  first  time  since 
1948  that  baptisms  dropped 
below  315,000. 

From  1950-2011,  Southern 
Baptists  baptized  an  average 
of  379,711  people  annually. 
Only  twice  dunng  that  time 
did  the  numbers  dip  more 
than  10%  below  that  average. 


CUFLCA  NE  LQF  BVCFPM  UT  PBV  BLDT 


RBLMP  IBNKB  NM  RNZVE  QEPL  QM  FLY 


CEM  JNZV:  JNZV 


Have  fim  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puale.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  w^’s 
puzzle:  John  4:24 

By  ChiriM  Marx,  1932-2004,0  200S 


lYLVA  RENA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  GOOD  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  NANRi 
NATBI  VALLEY,  MS  IS  LOOMNG  FOR  WAIYA  (NEAR  LOUBVILLE)  IS  SEEKING 
FULL  TRE  PASTOR.  Sand  iMim  to  Sylva  A  FUU  TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  TO 
Rm  BaM  CKukA.  17S40  Hwy  32.  WMtr  YOUTHACHAORBL  Sand  raaunat  to 
’mtid.ma  129fiSH»y490LounRaMa3B33a 

HMBia  Of  STUDENTS  I  ASSOO-  CLEAR  BRANCH  BAPIMT  CHURCH, 
ATE  PNSTOR.  BROOKSDE  BAPTMT  BMBBON,  MB  IS  SaBONG  A  FUtL.TM« 
CHUIOi  ^  MtaUt  flii  YOUTH  MMSTR  Mnd  iwmm 

LaMAmwwImeltNdanb.giin.  Sand  ami  y  *■!* ‘y** 


which  is  the  Great 
Commission.  We  need  ■ 
to  observe  the  past 
to  understand  some 
issues,  but  the  real 
need  is  to  concentrate 
on  the  most  impor-  GILBEI 
tant  areas. 

‘In  the  past  20 
years  we  have  had 
some  struggles  as  a 
church,  but  as  we  fo- 
cus  on  the  primary  K^Vi 
thinu,  the  so-called  ■  . 

problems  are  not  as  ^ 
important.'  ' 

In  its  first  40  years, 

First  Chinese  planted  ’ 

five  churches,  Wong 
said.  Following  a  long  REID 
gap  in  planting,  the 
church  planted  a  new  church 
four  years  ago  with  12  peo¬ 
ple.  It  now  has  200.  A  second 
plant  just  launched. 

There  is  no  magic,’  Wonj- 
said.  “It  is  not  complicate... 
It  is  going  back  to  the  basip 
and  following  God's  leading  in 
obedience.  If  we  only  focus  on 
the  secondary  issues,  we  will 
miss  out  on  what  is  most  im¬ 
portant  in  the  eyes  of  God.* 

Alvin  Reid,  f"  ' 
evangelism  and  student 
istry  and  Bailey  Smith  Chair 
of  Evangelism  at  Southeast¬ 
ern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.,  echoed  Wong's  thoughts. 


OLD  BILES  REBOUND.  Mn.  ctudi  bid-  ESTMMTES.  Onto  Upbobduy.  OMmn. 

IMwindli|iii»idN.  FdfiiiaelntoiiiiMIcnMl  Mtos.  idito  601-T7M817 _ 

12  4S3-7q4»M»  us  al  662-4554743  gfT  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HsMti 
FMST  BAPim  MARKM,  ARKANSAS  inaunMt  aid  Mtdtoara  Stdiplainsnii  Cal 
MUSURB  Of  MEMPHW  SEEIONG  A  14054414116  0  M  «iM>Tima1nMinn- 

FUU-TMB  MMSTER  OP  MORSWP  to  osOidbto«n _ 

W  a  Nya,  aaRFMoaSM]  awiMiip  BiW^-  memu  a-  raan  tas/nto 

Raaaaia  pa  to  Or.  Ctoy  HaBnaA,  P.O.  Box  prjuUi  CaMct  632  922  0401 

I  btodan^ AR  7^  0  ctoyhaBsaAO 


■  thing  strategically. 

I  have  said  for  years 
that  we  as  Southern 
Baptists  should  put  on 
sa»cloth  and  ashes 
and  have  an  annual 
dajr  of  fasting  and  prayer  on 
this  issue.' 

Gilbert  said  the  most  recent 
ACP  was  the  final  catalyst  in 
onj,  bringing  the  pastors'  task 
ted*  force  together. 

There  has  been  a  lot  of 
discussion^bout  this  issue 
for  years,  southern  Baptists 
have  talked  about  declining 
baptisms  but  haven't  figured 
out  a  way  to  own  it.  I  thought 
professor  of  it  was  important  to  pull  to- 
’  t  min-  gether  pastors  from  different 
regions  and  backgrounds  to 
address  the  issue.  We  want  to 
dialog  a^ut  how  we  can  help 
take  meaningful  action.' 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 
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MEDICARE 

Supplement 


Need  a 

"I  iiiii  llu  III  llu'  iMirlil. 

\\  lllK  \  i  r  IlllllIM  s  MU  «  ill  Mill  H  illk 
in  ilnrkMi'ss  hul  uill  luiM-  llu- 
li^lil  III  lili  ."  i.liilin  N:  I  2  I 


siinplx  vluiri'  llu  liilliiuin^  |iiM\t'r 
uitli  (iiiil  in  Mini'  iiun  uiiriK: 


1.  I  mil.  I  nilniit  tluil  I  need  \iiii. 

'  I  li.ii  I-  viniu  il .  I 

2.  I  uani  liii'^i M  lU'ss  Im-  in\  sins 

.mil  Iri'i'iliiin  Iriini  cli  riuil 
(li-al  li.  1 1  ri'iu  nl  .1 
-V  I  lu  licM-  Irsiis  ilii'it  anil  nisi' 
li'iini  llu-  uraM  In  liir<^i\i 


nil  sms 

H  anil  III  I'l'sliiri  in>  ri'laliiinshi|> 
™  u  illi  \ii(i.  1 1  lu'litM' in  .Icsiis.i 

4.  I(\  lailli.  I  in\  ilc  .li  sns  (  lirisi 
inlii  ni\  lili'.  I  ruin  lliis  liinc  nn. 
I  uani  III  li\i'  in  a  lii\in<^  ri'laliiins|ii|i 
u  il  li  1 1  ini .  I  I  1 1'l  I  i  \  I  (  III  is|  as 
in\  Sa  N  ini'  anil  I  m  il .  1 


"IS II I  .IS  in.iiii  .IS  I I  I I  i  \  1(1  liini .  In  I  hi  in  hi'  liaM 
III!  I  i”lil  III  III!  iiiiii  rliilili'i  II  nil  dill .  I  \  I II  III 
lliiisi-  «  liii  liclii  \  (■  ill  his  iiaiiii  ."  1. loll  11  I ;  I  ’  1 
II  Mill  in.iki'  a  ili'cisiiiii  lor  (  lirisi  imlas.  iinilai  l  a 
Ini  al  Siiiilliirii  l<a|ilisl  i  liiin  li  lor  spiriliial  uiiiilaiui . 


Blackaby  has  quadruple  bypass  surgery 

ATLANTA  (BP)  -  Southern  dure’ and  for  “new  ener®- and  an  appointment  viihen  he  sufife^  dear  tfag  God  heard  and  ^ 
Baptist  Bible  teacher  Heniy  dai%  [for  Bladcaby]  to  serve  the  the  heart  attack  and  became  dis-  sw^  tte  piaym  ot  His  ^ 
Blackaby  underwent  quadruple  lord  for  many  yeas  to  come.’  oriented,  according  to  a  statem^  pte!  Thank  jny  to  evqyone  wac 
-  "  ™  It  also  spoke  of  God's  posted  Saturday  on  the  prayed  and  hdped  in  the  searctL 

“^vatidi  care  over  Heniy.’  h-sht  BlaAaby  Ministries  In-  ^  eyte  stetemCTt  po^ 

’If  he  had  not  expert-  temational  website.  on  die  Btadfflby  Ministnffi  Inter- 

enced  diis  recentSeart  ^  nationil  Facehook  page  K 

Irttnrii  doctors  might  cell  phone  with  him  nor  aitxind  9  p-n»-  aimpunced  tto 

not  have  been  alert^  inaifoi  for  his  diabetes.’  Hemy  BlaA^^l^founi 

his  condition,’  the  state-  the  statement  said.  “As  "The  Bbcka^ 

oumtiaiiH  a  result,  his  blood  supr  like  everyone  to  krew  diat  Hew 

‘Hehasbeenempow-  rose  and  his  kidneys  be-  has  been  fourfo  ^  »  s^  th* 

eredbyGod,’  Blackaby’s  /  on  to  stiug^  as  weD.  statement  s^  ite  he^  con 

son  Rfobari  said  Mon-  j  fomily  was  able  to  cems  are  being  addressed  Mid  w 


and  traveling  for  29  hours  before 
police  found  him  Sept  20  in  Tif- 
tofi,  Ga.,  150  miles  southeast  of 
htshrene. 

‘He  has  from  70%  to  100% 
blodoge,’  the  Bladoby  family 
saki  in  a  statement  posted  on  the 

Blackaby  Ministries  International  _ 

website  Sept  23.  The  doctor  also  day  on  Twitter  of  his  m 
says  one  area  is  not  fonctioning  fadiei's  perseverance  in 

arid  might  have  been  damaged  ministiy.  The  previous 

by  an  undetected  heart  attack  as  day,  Richard  Bhdcal^  tirert^  chaa 

much  as  five  years  ago.  It  is  amaz-  ’He’s  in  good  spirits,  joking  with  teeth 

inghowGodnasprreervedHei^  staff.’  mert 

and  enabM  him  to  continue  min-  Henry  Blackalqi,  76,  had  been  r 

istering  with  hb  heart  functioning  missing  since  Sept  19,  around  4  fr™ 
fu*  below  what  it  should  be.’  pjiLfrt)mliishotneinRea,Ga.,  in  Oiur 

The  statement  requested  metro  Atlanta.  He  was  on  his  way  over 

prayer  Ibr  a  suooeasfol.  ptoce-  to  pick  up  his  wife  Marilytm  from  Tl 


O’Mire 
Financial 
JL  Services 
1.800.844J254 


Overnight  Trail  Ride  slated 
for  Oct  11-12  at  Central  Hills 


MSy4Mf/ff>LLQ 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

Climon,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


JACKSON,  Ma.  (Spadal)  —  The  aral  dfrector  of  evangelism  for  thities  on  Oct  u  begin  at  6  pja 
second  aninial  Misassippi  Baptist  die  Board  of  Miasions  of  the  Ala-  Bieakfost  on  Oct  12  wiD  be  at  8 
Overnight  Trail  Ride  1^  be  neld  buna  Baptist  ^te  Convention  in  ajiL,  with  the  ride  following  at 
OcLu-12  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  Montgomery.  9:30  ajiL  The  event  wfll  conclude 

nearWeat  “Sammy  Gilbreath  ia  a  gifted  widiluiichanOcL  12. 

“0011131  HIDb  Retreat  is  a  phe-  sperdDO  and  Bible  teacher  who  The  Overnight  Trail  Ride  ia 
luxnenal  place  to  ride  hotaea.  Re-  nia  remaikatile  personal  and  Umited  to  60  owidght  gueoa,  m 
treat  manj^er  Jim  Rqy  and  hia  sniritual  teatimonies.  We  wiO  be  earfy  registration  is  reoaenmend- 
stalF  do  a  apfendid  job  of  main-  bleaaed  by  his  message  finm  God  ed.  To  register,  contact  Debbie 
tainfoa  the  trails  and  hooitig  this  to  us,’ Lum  sakL  Ranuge  at  Central  Hills  Retreat 

evenk''  said  Don  Lum,  direetor  Participants  must  bring  their  at  dranuige@inbcb.OTg,  or  (662) 
of  evangelism  for  the  Missis-  own  bors^  and  up-to^te  Cog-  289-9730. 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  gins  is  required  (fost  is  $45  per  For  mote  information,  Lum 
(MBCB)m  Jackson.  pers^  which  indudes  overnight  can  be  contacted  at  MBCB,  P.O. 

The  MBCB  Evangdism  De-  housiiig  or  RV  hookup,  three  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
partment  and  Central  HiDs  Re-  meals,  and  insurance.  Cost  for  0530.  Tdephone;  (601)  292-32^ 
treat  are  sponsoring  the  ride,  diBdten  under  10  years  of  ^  is  or  toD-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
which  is  0^  to  all  ages  and  not  $35.  Local  riders  can  participate  748-1651,  ext  280.  E-mau  ad- 
limited  to  Baptists.  *Lak  year’s  in-  in  the  Saturday  morning  ride  for  dreas:  cDumgimbdiOTg. 
augu^  ride  attracted  a  number  of  (15,  whidi  indudes  hu^  Chil-  The  Overnight  Triul  Ride  is 
famflies  who  rode  together,’  Lum  dien  under  17  must  be  accompo-  funded  in  part^  gifts  to  the  Mis- 
said  niedbyanaduh.  sissippi Cooperative  Program  and 

Featured  speaker  wQ]  be  Sam-  Participants  mm  arrive  after  the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mis- 
my  Gilbreath,  state  mbsionary  3  pm.  on  Oct  it  Diiuwr  and  ac-  sion  Oftering. 


Thooper  Hales 

info@msaiidiollc.cam 


SiUiimssion  Guidelines 

The  Baptbl  Racord  b  piaaaad  to  puUbh  news 
and  pciotograpba  of  special  avonts  that  taka  plaoa 
m  cooparaling  churches  of  fos  Miisiiiippi  Baplial 
Corwanlioa  Nmivt  items  and/or  photographs 
dopicling  bonstitt  and  activilias  for  secular  or 
oubicls  organizations  wM  not  be  pubWwd. 

Prstatrad  mothod  nows  may  ba  submittad 
doc tns scaly  to  tha  email  sddiaas  botow.  and 
ntoM  ba  indudad  in  tha  moMBBa  seqmora  al  an 
smoi  form.  SacotKlary  mothod  nows  may  ba 
typowritton  or  noady  pcinlad  on  8  1/2  by  tl-inch 
paper  and  madad.  Al  articiss  mu«  be  racatvad 
in  vwilinB:  no  articlaa  wM  ba  aooaptad  aver  dia 
talaphona.  Due  to  aiwrpraaant  virut  thraota.  no 
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The  Power  to  Give  Life  •  John  4:1-15,  25-26 


I  often  seem  to  find  myself  in  the 
most  unique  settings.  A  few  weeks  ago 
I  was  at  Lack^  Memorial  Hospikilin 
ForesJ  Mississimi,  Room  204,  prepar¬ 
ing  to  baptize  a  man  bv  the  name  of 
Joe  Martm.  Suiroandea  by  family  and 
some  member*  of  the  hospital  staff, 
the  baptism  celabration  began. 

Allow  me  to  share  with  you  bow  I 
arrived  at  this  point.  Joe  is  85  years 
old  and  is  a  retired  musician  ana  me¬ 
chanic.  Most  could  only  imagine  the 
life  he  has  lived.  He  and  his  band.  The 
Jacksonians,  performed  all  around  the 
country.  He  gained  notoriety  while 
playing  on  the  WWL  radio  station  in 
New  Orleans  making  the  acquaintance 
of  such  singers  as  Elvis  Vresley  and  Lo¬ 
retta  Lynn.  Joe  and  his  band  were  the 
aaisirai  entertainment  at  the  wedding 
of  Hank  Williams,  Sr.  Joe  Martin  even 
starred  in  the  movie  Johnny  Guitar 
vnth  screen  legend  Joan  Crawford. 

You  would  be  hard-pressed  to  find 
someone  in  Scott  County  that  doesn’t 
know  Joe  and  Irene  Martin  and  ^r- 
Ihermore;  have  a  Joe  Martin  story  to 
tdl.  Joe’s  wife  Irene  teache^iano  and 
is  an  accomplished  pianist.  Their  home 
is  beautiful  and  full  of  history.  It  is  the 


oldest  standing  house  in  the  county, 
close  to  200  yet^  old. 

In  the  pieecding  few  sentences  I  have 
shared  with  you  about  Joe,  but  it  does 
not  tell  you  who  Joe  is.  The  day  before 
his  bapttsn^  Joe  was  lost  and  in  need  of 
a  Savior.  While  he  was  liked  by  aft  that 
knew  him,  a  hard  worker,  ircredible 


in  the  morning  hours  on  August  28th 

Joe  ex-  _ 

pressed  to  "  ^ 

the  nurse 
his  need 
for  God’s 
mce  and 
forgive¬ 
ness.  You 
remember 
the  ‘himi- 
tal  staff*  I 
mentioned 

in  the  first  paragraph?  Well,  one  of 
Joe’s  nurses  is  named  Brenda  and  God 
used  her  to  share  Christ  and  the  Goo- 
pel  with  Joe  and  he  believed.  Another 
nurse  who  is  also  Joe’s  niece  is  named 
Kathy.  God  used  her  to  set  up  the  make¬ 
shift  baptism  in  his  hospital  room.  She 


also  led  us  in  Amazing  Grace  after  the 
baptira  was  completed.  ’The  Nurse 
Practitioner  in  Room  204  that  day  was 
named  Ruth.  God  used  Ruth  in  helping 
Joe  the  last  few  weeks  as  be.strug^ed 
with  pain.  Ruth  also  would  sit  witnJoe 
kmg  after  she  had  clocked  out  a,.d  was 
off  duty.  In  the  weeks  since  that  won¬ 
derful  day  I  have  spent  time  reflecting. 
It  was  one  of  the  greatest  experiences 
of  my  ministry  and  one  I  am  certain  I 
will  never 
forget. 
Now 

‘  you  may 

Explore  tkellk 

wUhBcbbyUcKiiy^^^ 

and  Sun- 
day  School 
commen¬ 
tary  found 

in  this  part  of  the  paper?*  Stop  right 
now  ana  read  John  4:1-42  and  I  thmk 
you  will  see  why.  Jesus  met  people 
where  they  were,  how  they  were  and 
in  His  own  timing.  It  is  one  thing  to 
read  a  Bible  study,  it  is  quite  anotner 
to  apply  and  relate  to  one.  You  and  I 


pass  by  numerous  people  each  day  that 
need  a  transforming  encounter  with 
Christ.  We  are  the  body  of  Christ,  His 
representatives  on  Eartn.  Get  out  there 
and  be  the  salt  and  light  in  your  com¬ 
munity. 

What  happened  to  Joe?  I  am  glad 
you  asked.  Following  his  salvation,  he 
exhibited  a  peace  like  never  before. 
He  asked  others  to  voice  a  prayer  be¬ 
fore  leaving  his  room;  he  viis  at  peace 
with  God.  &>d  called  Joe  fr.vm  this  life 
on  S^ember  15th.  God  received  Joe 
Martin  based  on  the  work  of  the  cross 
and  His  incredible  grace.  Hundreds 
attended  the  visitation  and  memorial 
services,  but  the  most  important  num¬ 
ber  in  my  mind  was  one.  Jesus,  the 
One  and  only,  gave  His  life  for  you,  me 
and  all  the  “Joes’  of  the  world.  Who  is 
the  *Joe“  in  your  community,  family  or 
workplace  that  you  need  to  share  Christ 
with?  I  am  praying  for  you  as  you  seek 
to  live  out  the  Gospel  and  who  knows, 
I  may  bump  into  you  coming  out  of  a 
hospital  room. 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Harperville 
Church,  Harperville. 


The  Pressure  of  Conflict  •  James  4:1-10 


The  principles  of  the  world  are  many, 
srihsh  and  yes,  pleasurable.  In  the  first 
csMt^  James  is  saying  we  need  to  be 
crucified  to^e  wqpd  and  to  be  unim- 
presMiffby  1b  attractions.  The  worM  is 
skillful  in  stifling  spiritual  values.  Big 
wars  are  caused  nations  wanting 
that  which  does  not  belong  to  them, 
and  same  for  individuals.  ^Ifishness 
is  the  root.  James  takes  it  to  a  deeper 
realm  by  saying  these  causes  can  be 
dispellea  by  praying,  but  with  the  ca¬ 
veat  that  we  must  pray  with  the  right 
notive.  Be  done  with  our  selfishness. 

God  answers  prayers  but  is  keenly 
aware  of  selfishness.  Do  we  Americans 
become  mastered  by  our  desire  for  ex¬ 
cess?  Pleasure  seekers  become  friends 
of  the  world  and,  before  we  know  it,  we 
become  enemies  of  God,  the  gracious 
giver  of  all  things  good.  Simply  put, 
conflicts  arise  wMn  we  don’t  get  what 
we  want.  This  happens  to  two-year-old 
toddlers  whQ,exert  unbelievable  energy 
to  let  their  displeasure  be  known.  Un¬ 
happily,  some  adults  who  are  chosen 
as  world  leaders  are  stiU  in  the  demand 
stage  of  the  toddlers,  and  are  in  dire 
ncM  of  being  bom  again. 

The  4th  mapter  of  James  gives  us 
a  seminal  view  of  how  to  identify  our 
h^nistic  life  style  (from  back  in  the 
middle  of  the  first  century  yet).  Vs.  6-l0 


are  invaluable  in  getting  us  to  examine 
our  motives.  V.  6  states  He  gives  us 
more  grace  (a  greater  grace).  That  is 
God  doipg  for  us  what  we  can’t  do  for 
ouraehres.  Commit  your  daily  activities 
and  concentrations  to  a  living,  loving 
God  who  is  more  than  willing  and  more 
than  able.  It’s  always  cleansing  to  ana¬ 
lyze  our  spirituality,  friendliness,  our 
giving  habits,  study  habits,  etc.  James 
m  advising  us  to  get  closer  to  God  and 
sever  our 
worldly  at¬ 
tachment. 

BM  Studies  fo 

'near'^^fo  Evelyn  Gibt 

God  and 
He  will 
come  near 
to  you." 

Once  you’ve  seen  your  foolish  double¬ 
mindedness,  V.  9  says  grieve,  mourn, 
wail  and  change.  He  goes  on  in  V.  lO  to 
say  remember  yoursM  as  a  sinner  ai^ 
take  the  lowly  place,  and  then  God  will 
lift  you  up  in  His  time.  (Being  humble 
means  we  juxtapose  our  inabilitira  and 
recognize  our  need  for  full  dependence 
on  &d).  Humility  says  to  G<^  “wur 
providential  care  is  suffiaent.  Does 


us  to  examine  this  remove  all  conflicts  in  our  lives? 
B  He  gives  us  Not!  Conflicts  prick  us  to  turn  quickly 
ace).  That  is  back  to  God  and  to  ask  humbly,  '’What 
re  can’t  do  for  do  I  do  now,  God?  You’re  in  control,  so 
daifo  activities  show  me.*  We  come  to  see  that  God  is 
living,  loving  the  master  of  conflict  resolutions.  The 
ling  and  more  little  book  of  James  crucifies  the  self- 
■nsing  to  ana-  help  volumes  on  the  book  store  shelves, 
mdliness,  our  We  cannot  be  loyal  to  both  God  and 
ts,  etc.  James  the  callings  of  the  world.  God  has  won 
er  to  God  and  derful  surprises  for  each  of  us,  and  when 

we  resist 
the  devil’s 
plan 

Studies  for  Life  dl^ouke 

ft  Evelyn  Gibson  fng**  fr^ 

rjHH  from  the 

'  Sr  e^l 


one  s  prin¬ 
ciples  of  greed,  selfishness  and  worldly 
pleasures  is  the  most  relaxed  you  can 
ever  be.  Oh,  happy  day!  James  got  it 
right.  Do  you  ever  think  about  giving 
more  and  expecting  less? 

Personal  resolution  is  a  powerful 
deterrent  to  the  devil.  We  can  coine 
near  to  God  through  regular  worship  in 


church,  prayer,  and  Bible  stucb.  Again, 
draw  near  to  Him  and  He  will  draw  near 


OBITUARY 


to  you.  Miraculously  you  will  experi¬ 
ence  a  melting  away  of  personal  con¬ 
flict  (relationship)  problems,  and  be^n 
to  see  growth,  maturation  and  become 
fteed  from  baggage.  How  amazing  la  it 
that  God  made  and  is  in  control  of  the 
entire  universe,  but  at  the  same  time 
has  specific  plans  for  each  individual. 
Just  try  to  do  one  day  at  the  time  and 
soak  up  His  amazing  grace. 

The  value  of  the  peace  you  experi¬ 
ence  in  your  personal  life  is  indescrib¬ 
able  when  you  have  successfully  hum¬ 
bled  yourself  before  the  Almighty  God. 
You  have  resisted  the  devil,  have  rid 
yourself  of  known  sins,  and  gotten  close 
to  the  Savior.  This  reminds  me  of  that 
famous  picture  of  a  little  robin  nestled 
in  the  cleft  of  a  big  rock  on  the  seashore 
as  a  horrendous  storm  rages  on  the 
other  side  of  the  rock,  bashing  it  with 
strong  waves  of  water  and  hiM  winds. 
TTie  Imle  bird  is  snuggled  up  there  dry, 
relaxed  and  asleep.  Mt.  11:28-29  (NIV 
Study  Bible)  says  in  red  letters  "Oime 
to  me,  all  ye  who  are  weary  and  bur¬ 
dened,  and  I  will  give  you  rest  for  your 
souls,  for  my  yoke  is  easy  and  my  bur¬ 
den  is  light. 

Gibson  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 


Wwl*  ANmi.  87,  died  September  13  at  the  North 
MS  Medical  Center  in  ’Tupelo.  He  was  bom  on  May 
12, 1926  to  111011183  and  Mary  Clark  Allen.  He  mar- 
ri^  Betty  Brown  on  July  2, 194B-  He  servrf  as  pas¬ 
tor  at  Meador  View  Mission,  Ocean  Springs; 
Mission,  Philadelphia;  Pine  (Jrove  Church,  Heidel¬ 
berg;  Owtt  Church,  Ctvett;  Wildwood  Church,  l^n- 
rel  (Associate  Pastor):  Westwood  (former  Key  Field) 
Church,  Meridian;  Hickory  Church,  Hickory;  Union 


Church,  Seminary,  First  Church  of  Lyman,  Gulfport; 
Indian  Springs  (Tinrch,  Laurel;  Pontotoc  Ct^ty 
Baptist  Asso^tion,  Pontotoc  (Director  of  Missions) 
and  served  as  a  judge  in  die  Mississippi  Bible  Drills 
for  many  years.  He  was  listed  in  Who’s  Who  in 
Religion.  He  served  in  the  United  States  Military: 
US  Navy  1944-46;  US  Air  Force  i947-5t-  He  was  a 
member  of  First  Church  of  Pontotoc. 

A  Celebration  of  Life  Service  wa.s  held  September 


19,  at  11:00  am  at  the  First  Church  of  Pontotoc  with 
Lewis  Harrell  officiating.  Burial  followed  in  the  City 
of  Pontotoc  Memorial  Park 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife;  Be^’  Allen  of  Pon¬ 
totoc;  two  daughters- Barbara  Wiggins  (Bruce)  of 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  and  Carol  Gates  (Barry)  of  Orlando, 
Fla.;  two  sons-Wade  Allen,  Jr.  (Laura)of  Suffolk.  Va. 
and  Carey  Allen  (Rebecca)  of  Sardis;  four  grandchil¬ 
dren  and  five  great-grandchildren. 
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Major  League  slugger  renews  faith  as  career  zooms 


BAtnMORE  (BP)  -  Tliree 
yean  $jo,  life  was  so  diflaent 
for  Chnt  Davis.  The  Bakiinoce 
Orioles  slogger  was  adrift  on  a 
sea  of  unoertainty,  searching  for 
answen  as  swells  of  career  lul- 
uie  buffeted  him. 

Yes,  baseball  is  just  a  jpme 
—  but  it  was  also  Davis'  fivdi- 
hood  and  his  s^  was  taking  on 
water  fest  RetiTem^  by  a^  as 
was  a  painfully  realistic  option. 

Called  up  on  Sept  ii,  2010, 
by  the  Texas  Rai^en  for  his 
third  mam  league  stint  that 
season,  Davis  was  strug^ing. 
His  gmtest  asset.  Us  power, 
was  vutuaDy  nonexistent  In  the 
final  14  nunes  of  that  season, 
he  totalM  one  home  run,  one 
RBI  and  hit  .211,  which  actually 
raised  his  season  batting  aver¬ 
age  to  .19a. 

The  Rangers,  en  route  to  the 
first  of  two  strai^  World  Series 
appearances,  Im  him  off  their 
postseason  roster.  Ten  months 
later,  after  anodier  round  of 
unmet  expectations,  Davis  was 
traded  to  die  Orioles,  carry¬ 
ing  with  him  the  dreaded 
player’  label  —  a  prospect  who 
dominMes  Triple-A  but  cant 
figure  oat  the  big  leagues. 

What  a  difference  a  few  years 
can  make.  In  a  shoddng  trans¬ 
formation  over  the  last  two 
seasons,  Davis,  27,  suddenly 
has  become  one  of  the  ma¬ 


jor  league’s  premier  sluggers. 
Throu^  Sept  19,  die  left-hand¬ 
ed  first  baseman  ^idy  nick¬ 
named  *Cniah’  Davis  was  lead¬ 
ing  the  leegue  in  home  nina  (51) 
and  total  bases  (3^)  and  was 
ranked  second  bolnd  Detrcnt's 
Migud  Cabrera  m  RBI  (134), 
slugging  percentage  (.641)  and 
on-base-phis-slugging  percent¬ 
age  (tots). 

Last  year,  he  led  the  Oiioies 
to  their  first  playoff  berth  since 
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off  thw  jg97  with  what  was  then  career 
I  months  him  in  home  runs  (33)  and  RBI 
^  (85),  and  be  hM  die  team  in  the 
'■''I*  portfeason  hunt  again  diis  year 
widi  fer  greater  production. 

Kfe°  He  earned  American  League 

pect  who  player  of  the  month  honors 
lut  cani  in  April,  became  a  fiist-tinie 
f*-  All-Star  in  July  and  graced  the 

Eewyears  cover  of  S^iorts  niustrated  in 
utrans-  AupisL  This  all  raises  the  ques- 
iast  two  don:  What  happened? 
suddenly  Davis,  a  ^-spoken  Texas 

the  ma-  native,  credits  regular  play- 
shiggers.  ing  time  as  the  driving  mctor 
eft-hand-  hAind  his  career  resurgence. 


h«*ind  his  career  resurgence. 
'Just  oonsislancy.  Baiiig  In  the 
Hneup  every  day  and  blowing 
vdiere  Hm  goiim  to  hit  in  the 
lineup,  bemg  at  first  base.* 
Comd  it  be  that  simple?  Can 
the  transformation  from  un¬ 
wanted,  aging  prormect  to  bona 
fide  superftar  realfy  boil  down 
to  a  couple  hundrM  more  at- 
bats  a  year?  It  seems  so,  con¬ 
sidering  Davis’  natural  abilities 


that  just  needed  to  be  unloAed.  a  .285  1 
However,  for  a  Christian  like  the  next 
Davis,  his  lemarfcaUe  career  lookedbr 
p^  also  speaks  to  a  sovereign  The  2< 
God  who  hm  outlined  a  unique  saster.  Vi 
course  for  him,  filled  with  tou^  toTripfe 
Kfr-shaping  lessons.  wss  hittii 

’Looking  back,  Tve  grown  so  majors  wi 
much  not  only  as  a  man  but  as  nmes.  F 
a  Christian,  knowing  that  there  be  shutdi 
are  times  when  it  looks  like  andminc 
there’s  no  end  in  si|d>L  »<>  Davis, 

at  the  end  of  the  tunnid,  but  if  |ot  a  du 
you  continue  to  put  your  feith  m  Texas, 
in  Go^  He’D  never  steer  you  for  the  I 
wTO%  he  sdd.  28  in  201 

Af&  being  drafted  fay  the  timefbrs 
Rangers  in  (IMi  round  in  makehis 
2006,  Davis  Immediately  began  Spiritc 
buUying  minor  league  piM-  deri^  1 
ets,  hitting  .302  wim  74  home  ing  I%st 
runs  and  233  RBI  in  ^  minor  Texas,  at 
league  games  over  his  ntk  three  six.  Fora 


He  debuted  for  Texas  in  June 
2008  at  age  22,  and  clubbed 
17  borne  runs  with  55  RBI  and 


a  .285  batting  average  over 
the  next  80  games.  The  future 
looked  bt^L 

The  2009  season  was  a  di¬ 
saster.  when  be  was  optkNied 
to  Triple-A  in  early  July,  Davis 
was  bitting  .202  arid  leamng  dig 
majors  vvitii  114  strikeouts  in  80 
games.  For  the  next  two  yon, 
he  shutded  between  the  majors 
and  minors  at  a  dizzying  rate. 

Davis,  who  doesn’t  mink  he 
got  a  dianoe  to  prove  himself 
m  Texas,  played  only  45  games 
for  the  Rangers  in  2010  and 
28  in  2011.  It  was  a  frustrating 
time  for  a  young  player  trying  to 
make  his  mark. 

SpiritaaDy,  Davis  was  fioun- 
deri^  He  grew  up  attend¬ 
ing  Fust  Church  in  Longview, 
Texas,  and  was  baptized  at  1^ 
six.  For  a  loi^  time,  Christianity 
was  more  ritual  than  relation¬ 
ship  to  him.  He  thoi^t  it  was 
about  church  atteniunce  and 
managing  giuH. 


He  didn't  ftiOy  understand 
yet  die  dorious  realities  of  the 
Gospel,  diat  Jesus  Christ  died  to 
firee  him  from  sin  and  striving 

The  Lord  was  merdfolly 
wotking-oo  his  heart  A  hum- 
bKretrmtodie  Dominican  Re¬ 
pine  fm  winter  ball  after  the 
2010  season  hdped  refocus  Us 
feidL  So  did  getting  engaged 
to  his  wife  Jill  and  me  fiimd- 
hr  counsel  of  former  Rangers 
t— imnstM  David  Mur|^  and 
Jodi  Hamihoii.  who  encour¬ 
aged  him  to  spend  time  with 
God  every  day. 

*It  was  more  of  a  daily  rou¬ 
tine,  making  sure  I  was  in  the 
Wmd  and  praying  and  knowing 
what  it  meant  to  walk  widi  the 
Lord,*  Davis  said.  *We’d  have 
diapd  on  Sundays.  We'd  talk 
abemt  what  was  going  on.  The 
feet  that  diey  were  Mder  gave 
me  more  perspective.* 

When  Davis  hit  .362  with  a 
team-high  five  home  tuns  and 
18  RBI  in  2011  mting  train¬ 
ing  and  still  starteo  the  regular 
season  in  die  minor  leagues, 
he  knew  his  dme  in  Texas  was 
limited.  ^  then,  he  had  devel¬ 
oped  a  different  outlook  on  the 
fickle  nature  of  the  game.  He 
had  learned  to  trust  God  and 
not  wring  his  bands  over  every 
at-bat. 

’I  got  to  the  point  where, 
when  I  was  at  the  field,  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  work  hard  and  do  every¬ 
thing  I  could  to  be  t^  best  play¬ 
er  1  could  be,  and  wfaen  I  went 
home,  I  was  going  to  enj^  my 
time,’  he  said.  *I  was  going  to 
enjoy  being  around  my  friends, 
my  wife,  and  really  try  not  to 
think  about  what  was  going  on 
in  baseball.  I  think  that  was  re¬ 
ally  the  biggest  point  —  knowing 
that  it  is  a  game.* 


First  Person:  Bubble  is  comfortable,  but  not  where  we  need  to  be 


By  Todd  PmMm 
CoiTMpondMrt 

It  is  earv  to  live  life  in  the  Bubble  of 
’people  just  like  me,  who  do  many  of 
the  same  things  I  do.*  The  Bubble  iso¬ 
lates  Christians  from  the  world,  disen- 
gays  them  from  ministiy  to  the  lost, 
andgives  a  felse  sense  of  security. 

The  looming  question  is,  bow  do  we 
exit  the  BubU^  We  do  not  just  wake  up 
one  day  and  the  Bubble  is  gone.  I  wish  It 
were  that  easy,  but  it’s  a  process. 

The  first  step  is  actu^  one  of  the 
most  painful.  We  must  come  to  terms 
with  our  complacemy  with  the  Gooiel. 
Lrving  in  the  Bubble  greatly  hinans 
our  ability  to  reach  out  with  the  Gospel 
message  of  hope. 

I  am  reminded  of  Luke  10,  where 
Jesus  tells  His  disciples  to  pray  to  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  brauae  woikm  arc 
needed.  The  journey  that  we  continue 
is  difficult.  G^ng  outside  the  Bubble 
takes  effort. 

The  second  step  is  to  do  whatever  it 
takes  to  engsM  tnoae  around  us  with 
the  Goml.  We  are  the  workers  for  the 
harvestf  We  must  be  people  of  prmr. 
In  prayer,  we  must  seek  the  face  of  God. 


We  must  be  willing  to  submit  ourselves  pi 
to  His  will.  fr 

Thirdly,  to  move  outside  the  Bubble  m 
we  must  start  praying  for  the  lost  by  L 
name.  If  we  ate  to  bmme  workers  in  w 
the  harvest,  we  must  start  praying  for 
that  harvest.  It  has  to  be  more  wn,  tl 
’God  Mess  the  lost  *  m 

IT  we  believers  are  not  praying  for  w 
the  lost  by  name,  we  aasume  it 
doesn’t  matter  —  ’Someone  will 
reach  them.  Someone  else  wiO 
step  up.  They  have  to  because  I 
don’t  know  1^  lost  people.’ 

PrayiM  for  the  lost  by 
lume  will  do  peat  things  in 
our  hearts.  First,  we  are 
calling  names  before  God  of 
someone  who  desperately 
needs  His  grace. 

Secondly,  God  bmns  to  bur-  PEEBLES 
den  our  own  hearts  because  the 
lost  are  now  people  we  know.  It’s  per-  to 
sonal!  God  b^iu  to  move  in  our  own  S| 
hearts  as  we  intercede  for  salvation  for 
thepMple  we  know.  jo 

Thirdly,  a  sense  of  urgency  develops  tl 
as  we  be^n  to  strategize  to  reach  thoM  Tl 
lost  people.  bi 

Prayer  is  the  catalyst  that  begins  the  hi 


process  of  moving  outside  the  Bubble, 
but  while  prayer  is  foundational  it  is 
not  the  only  thing  that  must  happen.  As 
Luke  10  indicates,  we  must  be  involved 
with  die  unsaved. 

This  is  the  p^  of  the  journey 
that  remiires  intentionality.  We 
must  seme  opportunities  to  engage 
with  people  outside  the  Bubble.  Again, 
prayer  will  play  a  vital  rme  in 
1  the  bninning  of  this  process, 
as  Got]  win  rmreal  those  oppor¬ 
tunities.  We  must  be  willing  to 
take  them. 

Sometimes  this  takes  us  out 
of  our  comfort  zone.  It  ma^ 
mean  talking  to  someone  we  do 
not  know.  It  may  mean  break¬ 
ing  our  normal  routines  to  seek 
new  opportunities.  There  are 
IS  many  different  ways  this  may 
unfold,  but  we  must  be  wiUing 
to  submit  to  the  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  within  our  lives. 

One  of  the  hardest  parts  of  this 
journey  is  spendiu  ouality  time  with 
those  in  neM  of  God’s  saving  ^race. 
Through  quality  time,  we  to 

better  know  people.  We  know  their 
hurts,  their  joys,  and  even  their  needs 


at  their  present  point  in  life.  Giving 
time  is  difficult,  especia'iy  with  our 
busy,  driven  schedules,  bi  t  it  is  an  in¬ 
tentional,  necessary  step  in  meeting 
pe^le  and  developing  rmationshipa. 

Inis  journey  may  seem  daunting. 
T^  very  thought  of  spending  time 
with  tax  collectors  and  sinners  may  not 
be  high  on  our  priority  list.  Obviously 
this  fe  the  case,  since  we  are  living  in¬ 
side  the  Bubble. 

It’s  time  to  make  new  priorities.  Let’s 
seek  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  for  work¬ 
ers.  Let’s  pray  for  the  harvest,  the  lost, 
and  each  other.  let’s  seek  new  oppor¬ 
tunities  even  if  that  takes  us  to  uncom¬ 
fortable  placea.  Let’s  make  time  to  build 
relation^ips  in  hopes  of  sharing  the 
Gospel. 

I  challenge  each  of  you  as  you  read 
this  to  make  the  choi«  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  live  outside  the  Bubble.  I  am 
intentioiMl  in  my  journey  to  get  out  of 
the  Bubble.  Will  you  bemn  thu  journey 
with  me  to  be  the  peo^e  God  intends 
for  us  to  be  for  His  ^ory  alone? 


m  San  Angth,  Texas.  His  commentary 
appears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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